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that defeated Harlan, the Methodist Church",
declared that "the people have concluded that
the Methodist Church cannot run this country.
This is only an excuse; the true reason was that
"Weaver would not pledge himself to continue
the present set of Federal officials in their com-
fortable quarters, if he should be elected. He
didn't propose to go into the race handicapped
with Warden and Hedrick and Hamilton; so
these worthies and the rest of the ring pro-
ceeded to slaughter him and place the nomina-
tion where it would do good. The Methodist
Church may do for a scape-goat, but the true
reason for Weaver's defeat is the one we have
given above."07

Apparently Weaver was regarded as the
logical nominee in the sixth district in 1874.
His personal strength is shown by the fact that
he later carried the district three times as an
independent candidate. Clearly there was dis-
tinct and interested opposition to him. His
ability and independence explain this opposi-
tion as satisfactorily as it can be accounted for
by a study of contemporary political conditions.
The opposition in the Republican party to able
and fearless leadership that has defeated it
from time to time was already gathering
strength in 1874. It was to be one of the fac-
tors in driving Weaver out of the party a few
years later.